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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE             

The Prairie Pothole Water Quality and Wildlife Program 

Saint Paul, Minn., April 28, 2020 - The Prairie Pothole Water Quality and Wildlife Program available 
through the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service’s Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program. When enrolled, producers are eligible for payment on cropped wetlands, two acres or less in 
size, as identified on the National Wetland Inventory, and with intact hydrology. The payment rate differs 
by area. 

Under normal cropland production, the native vegetation is restricted on wetter portions of fields through 
mechanical and/or chemical control. These sites have the potential to produce a significant amount of 
moist soil plants which are valuable sources of forage and cover for many waterfowl, shorebird, and 
wading bird species. Three practice option levels are available:  

• Practice Option Level 1 - This option implements conservation cover and permanent vegetation 
on wetlands that are wholly or partially in cropland. 

• Practice Option Level 2 – In this option, a producer agrees to the cession of cropping plus 
maintenance of hydrology to provide adequate forage and cover in areas where normal cropland 
production restricts the growth of cover and forage sources. 

• Practice option Level 3 – In option level 3 crops and annual vegetation will not be harvested 
during the primary nesting season, as identified by the habitat evaluation guide.  

“The Prairie Pothole Water Quality and Wildlife Program is a unique opportunity to enhance wildlife 
habitat and maintain wetland function” says Troy Daniell, NRCS State Conservationist in Minnesota.   

All eligible applications received by May 29, 2020, will be evaluated, prioritized, and ranked for funding 
in 2020.  

To apply and for more information about the programs and assistance available from NRCS, contact your 
local USDA Service Center or visit www.mn.nrcs.usda.gov .  

 

 

 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/mn/contact/local/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mn.nrcs.usda.gov%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4745a67936604a5ea85408d7e0cc4fe2%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637225040424369908&sdata=4tHHzwxNIhudOKcPhbkAXc9yo3LlilPnJVMOGsJ1mdg%3D&reserved=0
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. To file a program discrimination complaint, 
complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program 
Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all 
of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) 
email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
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